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Meaning making in today' s technology driven economy often requires students to comprehend a barrage of symbols flying through cyberspace. Each image can evoke different emotions to different people. In order to construct knowledge in today's world students must be fluent with multimodal text, which refers to the many elements of text such as video, sounds, symbols, words, and images that students must now navigate during active meaning making. In other words, the concept of text has taken on many semblances.
For example, researchers such as the New London
Group have long noted the multimodal nature of new literacies. This powerful combination of textual elements plays out every day in the digital texts our students now read. Often as researchers and educators
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it is useful to observe students as they interact with new literacies, Through active observation we can identify how students succeed and struggle with a literacy environment that constantly evolves. Jillian, a former student of mine used multimodal texts and expressed how she felt about the pressures of middle school through poetry. She used words and images to understand the prison that the public passion for perfection had erected. In essence, Jillian used multimodal authorship (see Figure 1) In other words, the metaphor of meaning making as a circuit is now literal. These students created multimedia videos that use popular music, and they discussed issues they face in their reality such as peer pressure, drug abuse, and teen pregnancy.
In comparison, Jillian from an affluent community, used multimedia to describe the pressure she often feels to succeed in middle school. In each of these cases literacy as a social practice influenced identity affinnation and the message of the author.
Theory into Practice
Poetry emerged as one of the earliest fonns ofliterature in both oral and written traditions (Tiedt 2 there are already many online resources (see Labbo 308 311) that act as gathering places for young poets. Teachers will find that students interacting on the Internet will be motivated (Kymes 499) and may even produce higher quality work when it is published online. Students, while they are developing new literacies can build classroom communities of young poets online or connect with the diverse groups of poets that publish on the Internet.
When teachers use poetry to develop new literacies skills they can also address the diverse needs of today's multicultural classroom. For example, American students communicated with Japanese and Chinese students by using email and Web pages (Yamamoto, et al. 1203 (Yamamoto, et al. -1204 For detailed lesson plans and a step-by-step instruc tional guide please email the author at jgregmcverry@gmail. com.
Conclusion
Recent technology has caused a fundamental shift in literacy practices. These profound changes require educators and researchers to examine literate practices from many perspectives. Fortunately, we can tum poetry, one ofthe oldest literary genres to understand how technology has increased the transactional nature ofliteracy and how literacy plays a role in the social process. Teachers can also use poetry to develop an understanding ofthe increasingly multimodal nature ofliteracy and the new skills students will need to develop strong online comprehension skills. As educators, we might find poetry in using ancient prose to understand new literacies.
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